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March 12, 2021 
 
Dear 9th Grade Students and Parents, 
 
This letter is being sent to families of current 9th Grade students as an official invitation and 
welcome to the Eisenhower Instrumental Music Program! Many 9th Grade students have already 
been a part of the program through marching band, and now get to attend Eisenhower full-time! 
We’ll briefly detail a couple of things to know about the instrumental music program, and if there 
are other questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
A great way to find out more about the program is to visit us online and through social media. The 
website is www.IkeBands.com and contains a wealth of information about the high school bands 
and the events we participate in! The Instagram is @IkeBands and Facebook Page is “Eisenhower 
High School Instrumental Music Program.” Please feel free to give us a visit! You can also join the 
IKE BANDS Class of 2024 Remind group by texting “@ikeband24” to 81010. 
 
Registration for the 2020-2021 Marching Eagles will come up very quickly. This group is 
comprised of fantastic students who love playing music! Some of the current band students have 
said:  

 “Band is a family, where I feel welcomed the most.” 
 “The transition to high school was easier because I already knew a lot of people.”  
 “Some of my best memories from high school are band-related.”  

It is an amazing group that performs at a high level and we want you to be a part of it! The 
following page details multiple benefits to being a part of the instrumental music program. 
 
Marching Band Registration has a tentative date of May 17. There will be more information given 
through the junior high directors regarding registration as the date approaches. For now, please 
keep an eye out for that information. We also have important dates to reserve for the summer: 
Home Camp, which will be June 11 for new marchers (after the last day of school), June 14, and 
June 15. Band Camp will be August 15-21. Please reserve these extremely important dates as 
they are mandatory for participation with the Marching Eagles. 
 
To help provide some critical information for next year’s instrumental ensembles including 
marching band, please fill out the following form: http://bit.ly/2021Current9thGradeInfo. It takes 
about five minutes to complete and gives us very helpful information in planning for next year! If 
there are any questions about this information, please reach out.  
 
Stay safe and healthy! 
 
Jonathan A. Carrothers  Lawanda Parker   Todd Brown 
Instrumental Music Director Assistant Director   Booster President 
Jonathan.Carrothers@UticaK12.org Lawanda.Parker@UticaK12.org tgbcad@gmail.com  
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Instrumental Music Benefits! 

 
Entering high school is a giant step forward in every child’s educational journey and your child is 
facing some important decisions that will have a long-term impact on his or her life. Often, young 
people fear the added workload of the high school curriculum and assume they will not have time to 
participate in the instrumental music program. That is simply not true. Ironically, it is often the 
continuation of musical studies that serves as a transitional key to success for most sophomore 
students. Being a member of a music ensemble ensures instant acceptance in a respected organization 
at the onset of the sophomore year. It also fosters the support of peer groups and establishes a firm 
sense of “belonging.”  
 
However, there is more to it!  As a parent, you need to know that: 
 

 Band class fulfills the Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts graduation credit required by the 
state of Michigan and can be taken in conjunction with AB Academy and Honors/AP courses. 
 

 Research shows that when music is included in a student’s daily learning that reading, writing, 
and math scores improve. 
 

 There is a high correlation between positive self-perception, high cognitive competence scores, 
healthy self–esteem, total interest in school activities and the studies of music. 
 

 College admissions officers give special consideration to students who are part of their high 
school music programs – these students set themselves apart from the rest! 
 

 Data confirms that the longer an individual studies music, the higher his or her scores tend to 
be on both verbal and math portions of the ACT and SAT exam. 
 

 Employers often seek out students who are part of their high school music program because of 
the student’s ability to creatively problem-solve and work effectively with all kinds of people. 

 
Your child deserves the best as he or she enters the high school culture. Our website, IkeBands.com, 
also contains information that will aid in the transition. Go to the website, then at the top, hover over 
Bands->High School and click on Future Ike Musicians! This includes a sample high school schedule 
showing how your student can fulfill graduation requirements, take a rigorous class load, AND 
participate in band throughout all of high school! If you have any further questions concerning this 
vitally important decision, please feel free to email at jonathan.carrothers@uticak12.org. 
 
We join you in your commitment to offer the best education possible for your child! 
 


