
Now you can follow the Ike Bands on Social Media!!  Please  
use the following sites to get all the latest info on what is 
going on in the Eisenhower Instrumental Music Program! 

 

TWITTER: @Ikebands 
 

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/ikehsbands 

EISENHOWER HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. Jared McEvoy, Principal 

Mrs. Kimberly Hodsdon, Assistant Principal 
Mr. Ken Marnon, Assistant Principal 
Mr. Scott May, Assistant Principal 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC BOOSTER EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Todd Brown, President 

Cindy Labon, Vice President  
Cindy Labon, Treasurer 
Sue Swartz, Secretary 

Wendy Webster-Fischer, Fundraising 
Dianne Shaeffer, Band Camp Coordinator 

Debbie Brown, Craft Show Coordinator 
Christopher M. Traskal, Instrumental Music Director 

UPCOMING INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC EVENTS 
5/15/18— Spring Instrumental Music Banquet (6:30PM) 
5/30/18— Instrumental Booster Meeting (7:00PM, ECC) 

6/9/18— Eisenhower Graduation (7:30PM DTE) 
6/15/18— New Marcher Orientation (11:30AM Band Room) 

6/18/18— MB Home Camp (9:00AM Band Room) 
6/19/18— MB Home Camp/March-a-thon (9:00AM Band Room) 

8/12/18-8/18/18—Marching Band Camp (Camp Walden) 
8/18/18—MB Home Show (Est. 4:30PM Ike “Big” Field) 

8/23/18—MB Rehearsal (6:00PM Band Room) 
8/30/18—MB Rehearsal (6:00PM Band Room) 

8/30/18— Instrumental Booster Meeting (7:00PM, ECC) 

WWW.IKEBANDS.COM 

The Eisenhower High School 

Instrumental Music Program 

 

proudly presents the 

 

CONCERT BAND 

Symphonic band 

Wind Ensemble 
 

and the 
 

Jazz Ensemble 
 

SPRING CONCERT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

7:00 P.M. 

Thursday, May 10, 2018 

Eisenhower Performing Arts Center 

 

 

RYAN MERCIER, Student Teacher 

Lawanda Parker, Assistant Director 

Christopher M. Traskal, Director  



CONCERT BAND 
 
First We Dream ……..……………..………………..Erik Morales 
 Conductor: Mr. Christopher M. Traskal 
 
John Williams in Concert ...………………. Arr. Paul Lavender 
 Conductor: Mr. Ryan Mercier 
 
Motown Revue ………………………….……… Arr. Paul Murtha 
 Conductor: Mr. Ryan Mercier 
 
 
SYMPHONIC BAND 
 
Abbey Road: A Symphonic Portrait .…..….Arr. Ira Hearshen 
 Conductor: Mr. Christopher Traskal 
 
Africa: Ceremony, Song, and Ritual ……..…Robert W. Smith 
 Conductor: Mr. Ryan Mercier 
 
 
WIND ENSEMBLE 
 
Honey Boys on Parade ………………..Edward Victor Cupero 
 Conductor: Mr. Christopher M. Traskal 
 
Overture to Candide …….…………….……Leonard Bernstein 
 Conductor: Mr. Ryan Mercier 
 
 

Immediately following tonight’s concert, please 
join us in the PAC Lobby for an afterglow featuring 

the music of  the  

Eisenhower Jazz Ensemble! 

PROGRAM 

Thanks for attending tonight's performance and supporting 
the Eisenhower Instrumental Music Program!!! 

 

MUSIC IS...a potential in every individual that, like all potential, should be  

developed to its fullest. 
      

MUSIC PROVIDES…an outlet for creativity, self-expression, and individual  

uniqueness. It enables us to express our noblest thoughts and feelings. 
 

MUSIC TEACHES…students about unique aspects of their relationships with other 

human beings and with the world around them, in their own and other cultures. 
 

MUSIC IS...one of the most important manifestations of our cultural heritage.  

Children need to know about Beethoven, Louis Armstrong, and the Beatles as well as 
about Newton and Einstein. 
 

MUSIC OPENS...avenues of success for students who may have problems in other 

areas of the curriculum and opens approaches to learning that can be applied in other 
contexts. 
       

MUSIC EXALTS...the human spirit. 

 

MUSIC IS…worth knowing. 

A Rationale for Music Education 

WHY MUSIC??? 
 
Music Helps Education the WHOLE Student! 
 
Music Education shapes the way our students understand themselves and the 
world around them.  It allows for deep engagement with learning. It nurtures assets 
and skills that are critical to future success, including creativity, curiosity, 
determination, and motivation. In other words, music helps develop the student 
behind the score! 

• Emotional Awareness: Students learn to express themselves in multiple 

ways and become more sensitive to the preferences and feelings of others. 

• Reflective Learning: Students reflect on failures and successes through the 

creative process, and derive a sense of their own competencies, interests, 
and challenges. 

• Decision-Making: Through both the creative and reflective learning process, 

students gain greater capacity to question, interpret, and influence their own 
lives. 

• Grit: In a high-level performance environment, hard work and dedicated 

practice predict success far more than innate ability.  Music performance 
offers opportunities to fail.  Students learn the value of persistence, and of 
working hard for an uncertain outcome. 

• Multiple ways of Knowing: Music study promotes fluency in knowledge 

systems beyond the linguistic and mathematical, enabling a deeps and 
broader understanding of our world and of the human experience. 

 
WWW.NAFME.ORG 



DID YOU KNOW... 
 

“Every student in the nation should have an education in the arts.” This is 
the opening statement of “The Value and Quality of Arts Education: A Statement 
of Principles,” a document from the nation’s ten most important educational 
organizations, including the American Association of School Administrators, the 
National Education Association, the National Parent Teacher Association, and the 
National School The benefits conveyed by music education can be grouped in 
four categories: 

• Success in society 

• Success in school 

• Success in developing intelligence 

• Success in life 

 
When presented with the many and manifest benefits of music education, officials 
at all levels should universally support a full, balanced,  sequential course of 
music instruction taught by qualified teachers. And every student will have an 
education in the arts. 

 

9/7/18 Home Football Game 
9/21/18 Home Football Game (HC) 

9/28/18 Home Football Game (Junior High Night) 
10/7/18 Band-a-Rama 

10/12/18 Home Football Game (Senior Night) 
10/9-10/10 (Day TBD) MSBOA Marching Band Festival 

11/29/18 Winter Band Concert 
1/9/19 Winter Jazz Concert 

1/30/18 Elementary Cluster Concert 
2/2/19 MSBOA District 16 HS Solo/Ensemble Festival 

2/6/19 Pre-Festival Concert 
3/7-3/9/19 MSBOA District Band Festival 

3/16/19 MSBOA State Solo/Ensemble Festival 
3/20/19 Junior High Band Clinic Concert 

4/25-4/27/19 MSBOA State Band Festival Window 
5/15/19 Spring Band Concert 

IKE BAND PERFORMANCE DATES 2018-19 CONCERT ETIQUETTE 
 

A performer's intense concentration can be interrupted by little things that may seem 
trivial to audience members. The following suggestions will help audience members 
show respect to the performers on stage as well as other members of the audience.  
This will help the performers to do their best.  
 
When To Applaud - Performers always appreciate applause, but there are appropriate 
moments to applaud.  In a multi-movement work, applaud after all movements are 
completed.  This allows the continuity of the piece to flow from one movement to the 
next.   “Hooting and hollering” is not appropriate in the concert setting. 
 
Arrival Time - Leave early and allow enough time for parking and traffic.  If you do 
arrive late, wait by the doors until the first piece (not just a movement) is finished, then 
discreetly take the nearest seat available.  
 
Entering and Exiting the Auditorium - Never enter or exit the auditorium during a 
performance.  If you must enter or exit,  please wait until the performance on stage has 
been completed.  The most appropriate times to move about are during audience 
applause or set changes.  
 
Talking - Talking should not be tolerated.  It is not only distracting to the performer, but 
to every person in the audience.  It is just plain rude to talk (even whispering can be 
heard) during a musical performance.  If someone around you is talking, ask them 
nicely to please stop.   
 
Other Noises - Avoid rustling your program, tapping your foot, bouncing your legs, etc. 
Pagers and cell phones should be turned off.  Watches set to beep on the hour should 
also be turned off.  These high-pitched beeps are distracting to the performers and 
audience members.  
 
Coughing - It is hard to avoid a spontaneous cough. Be prepared with some type of 
cough drops or candies.  Avoid cellophane wrappers.  Many come with a soft wax-
paper wrapping that will be much less noisy.  
 
Taking Pictures - Refrain from taking any photographs during a performance.  The 
click of a camera and especially the flash are very distracting.  Pictures should be 
taken after the performance.  
 
Children - Children need exposure to good music and live performances.  If your 
young child begins to get restless in the middle of a performance, it may be best that 
you exit the auditorium until calmer times prevail.  
 
By following basic edicts of respect and consideration, performers and the audience 
will have a more pleasurable and meaningful experience as they perform and attend 
live concerts.  Because they have worked so hard for their performance, the students 
on stage deserve to be treated with respect. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all that have been using the Kroger Community Rewards Program to 
benefit the Eisenhower Instrumental Music Boosters. This program benefits the 
students of the Eisenhower HS Bands by allowing our organization to receive 5% of 
your total purchases at Kroger Stores.  EVERYONE MUST RE-ENROLL EACH 

APRIL in order for our organization to keep receiving funds from Kroger. 

Kroger has assigned the Eisenhower Instrumental Music Boosters a  NPO number 
of 83249 (you will need this number to register your Kroger Plus Card).  There are 
basically two steps to registering.  Follow the directions below to get enrolled and 
start benefiting the Eisenhower Instrumental Music Boosters!! 

STEP 1: 

• Have your Kroger Plus Card handy and register online at 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com. 

• If you do not yet have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer 

service desk at any Kroger. You can get one there. 

• Click on Sign In/Register 

• Most participants are new online customers, so they must click on SIGN UP 

TODAY in the "New Customer?" box. 

• Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering zip code, clicking on 

your favorite store, entering your email address and creating a password, 
agreeing to the terms and conditions 

• You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on the link 

within the body of the email. 
 
STEP 2: 

• After clicking on the link in the email, click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next step. 

• Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards Information (on the right of the 

page) and input your Kroger Plus Card number. 

• Update or confirm your information if needed. 

• Enter NPO number of 83249 (or name of organization) and select the 
Eisenhower Instrumental Music from list that pops up and click on confirm. 

• To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see your organization's name on 

respect and reverence given to an honored living person.  The drum, the featured 
section in this work, is considered a sacred object as well as a musical instrument.  It is 
believed to believed to be endowed with a mysterious power which has been 
incomprehensible to the many missionaries and early travelers on the African 
continent.  As one listens, the mind experiences a wide range of emotions including 
joy, fear, hope and grief.  “OYA Primitive Fire” recreates man’s conquest of fire.  The 
“Ancient Folk Song” originates from Ghana, and a secondary melody based on the folk 
song “Marilli” weaves throughout the final statement of the original theme.  The joyous 
opening statement returns amid the primal percussion drawing the work to an 
exhausting conclusion. 
 
HONEY BOYS ON PARADE 
"Edward Victor Cupero was known for his excellence as a cornettist, as well as a music 
director, arranger and composer. He conducted city and school bands, theater 
orchestras, minstrel shows and symphony orchestras. He was the music director for 
the George “Honey Boy” Evans Minstrels from 1912 to 1915. Honey Boys on Parade is 
a circus march of the type called a “screamer,” dedicated to George “Honey Boy” 
Evans, so named because of the popularity of his song, I’ll Be True To My Honey Boy.  
The march was meant to feature the dazzling technique of the circus bands of that era.  
 
OVERTURE TO CANDIDE 
Leonard Bernstein always said he wanted to write “the Great American Opera.” He 
probably came closest with Candide (1956), which he labeled “a comic operetta.” 
Opening on Broadway on December 1, 1956, Candide was perhaps a bit too 
intellectually weighty for its first audiences and closed after just 73 performances. 
Bernstein was less concerned over the money lost than the failure of a work he cared 
about deeply. The critics had extolled its marvelous score, and Bernstein and others 
kept tinkering with the show over the years. With each revival, Candide won bigger 
audiences. In 1989, the already seriously ill Bernstein spent his last ounce of vital 
energy recording a new concert version of the work. 
From the very beginning, though, the Overture was a hit and swiftly became one of the 
most popular of all concert curtain- raisers. Brilliantly written and scored, flying at 
breakneck speed, it pumps up the adrenaline of players and listeners alike. It features 
two of the show’s big tunes: the sweeping, romantic one is Candide’s and 
Cunégonde’s love duet “Oh, Happy We,” while the wacky, up-tempo music is from 
Cunégonde’s fabulous send-up of coloratura soprano arias, “Glitter and Be Gay.” 
 
 

PROGRAM NOTES 

Www.ikebands.com 

http://www.kroger.com/mykroger/Pages/community_rewards.aspx


FIRST WE DREAM 
First We Dream was composed by Erik Morales to commemorate 25 years of 
excellence at Carl Sandburg Middle School, Alexandria, Virginia.  This piece was 
inspired by the works of Carl Sandburg, a Pulitzer Prize winning American poet and 
author.  The piece begins with an exuberant fanfare in a fast tempo, maintained 
throughout the work.  There are two main themes that develop as the piece unfolds.  
The percussion section is featured extensively and provides the driving force behind 
expansive themes. This piece employs modern rhythms and elements that are 
characteristic of today’s popular music and combines them within a contemporary 
concert band format. 
 
JOHN WILLIAMS IN CONCERT 
John Williams in Concert, arranged by Paul Lavender is a medley of some of the most 
well-known works by John Williams. From movies to television to important national 
events, the thrilling music of John Williams continues to inspire audiences everywhere.  
Selections include: Theme from E.T., The Mission Theme, The Imperial March, Star 
Wars, Cantina Band, Olympic Spirit, and Theme from Jaws. 
 
MOTOWN REVUE 
Motown Revue, arranged by Paul Murtha  is a tribute to Motown that includes three 
classic hits: I Heard It Through The Grapevine (Marvin Gaye), My Girl (The 
Temptations), and ABC (The Jackson Five). 
 
ABBEY ROAD: A SYMPHONIC PORTRAIT 
Abbey Road: A Symphonic Portrait, arranged by Ira Hearshen is a medley of songs 
recorded on Abbey Road, the Beatles last studio album.  Abbey Road is considered by 
many to be The Beatles’ best album.  This selection includes: You Never Give Me 
Your Money, Come Together, Maxwell’s Silver Hammer, She Came In Through The 
Bathroom Window, Something, and The End. 
 
AFRICA: CEREMONY, SONG, AND RITUAL 
Africa: Ceremony, Song, and Ritual is based on the primitive folk music of Western 
Africa.  Inspired by the recording and research of Mr. Stephen Jay, the work features 
traditional ceremonial music for dance and entertainment as well as dynamic 
percussive invocations and historical songs.  African musicians feel that they bring life 
to their instruments just as God gives life to the musician.  As a result, individual 
instruments are believed to possess consciousness and are treated with the same 

PROGRAM NOTES 

Congratulations to the following Eisenhower 
Band Students on being selected to the Michigan 
Youth Arts Festival! 
 

Lexi Fischer, Flute (MYAY Band) 
Emily Galambush, Baritone Sax (MYAF Band) 
Michael Palys, Drum Set (MYAF Jazz Band) 

Music is a SCIENCE 
It is exact, specific; and it demands exact acoustics.  A conductor’s full score 
is a chart, a graph which indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes, 
melody, and harmony all at once and with the most exact control of time. 
 

Music is MATHEMATICAL 
It is rhythmically based on the subdivisions of time into fractions which must 
be done, not worked out on paper. 
 

Music is a FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French; and the notation is 
certainly not English—but a highly developed kind of shorthand that uses 
symbols to represent ideas. The semantics of music is the most complete and 
universal language. 
 

Music is HISTORY 
Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creations, often even 
the country and/or racial feeling. 
 

Music is PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
It requires fantastic coordination of fingers, hands, arms, lip, cheek, and facial 
muscles, in addition to extraordinary control of the diaphragm, back, stomach, 
and chest muscles, which respond instantly to the sound the ear hears and 
the mind interprets. 
 

Music is all of these things, but most of all… 
 

Music is ART 
It allows a human being to take all these dry, technical (but difficult) 
techniques and use them to create emotion.   That is one thing science cannot 
duplicate—humanism, feeling, emotion, call it what you will. 

OUR BAND BOOSTER PARENTS for organizing the afterglow at the Spring Concert! 

TODD BROWN and the entire INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC BOOSTER EXECUTIVE 
BOARD for the time they have spent and all the support they have provided this year!  
Your dedication is greatly appreciated! 

WHAT IS MUSIC? 

The IKE BAND CLASS OF 2018 for their dedication and hard work over the years!  
Best of luck to all of you in your future endeavors! 



SYMPHONIC BAND 

FLUTE/PICCOLO  
Marissa Brusca 

Kiarra Coger 
Audrey Crews 

Corina Marrone 
^ Grace Paliewicz 
Melissa Whipple 

 
OBOE 

Anthony Greco 
 

BASSOON 
Benjamin Hall 
Enzo Palombo 

 
CLARINET 

Talon Beech 
Braden Culpert 
Jared Hickok 

Jessica Pikunas 
 

BASS CLARINET 
Julian Bugbee 

 
 

TROMBONE 
Malachi Ahlgren 
Madelyn Brown 

 
EUPHONIUM 
James Labon 
Joshua Traub 

 
TUBA 

Chad Demarais 
Jennifer Fischer 

 
STRING BASS 

Jackson Viar 
 

PERCUSSION 
* Anna Davies 
* Aaron Decker 
Kyle Lemmons 

Matthew Maciasz 
Isaac O’Rourke 
* Kevin Sachs 
Gowna Yaldiko 

ALTO SAXOPHONE 
Elizabeth Bach 
Ryan Holland 

Peyton Jankowski 
Nicholas Kerner 

Kaleyna Zahuranic 
  

TENOR SAXOPHONE 
Steven Kozlowski 

Sean Lewis 
Jason Lubinski 

 
BARITONE SAXOPHONE 

James Lewandowski 
Kurt Snider 

 
TRUMPET 

Savannah Jones 
Henry Kieliszewski 

Paige Lovins 
Spencer Michonski 

 
FRENCH HORN 
Irlanda Beltran 

* Gabby DiCesare 
John Howell 

Emilia Serraiocco 
 

* Denotes Assisting Musicians 
# Denotes Member of the District 16 Honors Band 

FLUTE  
Alyse Gastmeier 

Kendyl Gluski 
Jessica Lê 

Ethan Russell 
 

OBOE 
Raegan Gluski 

 
CLARINET 

Krystal Cvetkovski 
Madison Sacra 

Lauren Weir 
 

BASS CLARINET 
Harrison Hendricks 

 
ALTO SAXOPHONE 

Lucas Komondy 
Joseph LaFeir 

TROMBONE 
Chad Demarais 

* Eva Ausi 
 

EUPHONIUM 
Sehiha Rizvi 

 
TUBA 

Joshua Azzopardi 
 

PERCUSSION 
Jase Brenz 

Michaela Dzierzawski  
David Wagner 

Seth Wyrzykowski 

TENOR SAXOPHONE 
Nicole Belisle 

 
BARITONE SAXOPHONE 

Ethan Kramer 
Grace Spondike 

 
TRUMPET 

Michael Gardini  
Antonio LaRocca 
Matthew Snyder 

 
FRENCH HORN 
* Anna Davies 

* Gabby DiCesare 
Bridgette Tepper 

 
 
 
 

CONCERT BAND WIND ENSEMBLE 
BASS CLARINET 
Gianmarco Delisi 
Kathryn Hurley 

  
ALTO SAXOPHONE 

+ Jaclyn Swartz 
Paris Elliott  

 
TENOR SAXOPHONE 

Louise Cioban 
Trevor Skerbe 

 
BARITONE SAXOPHONE 
* Mr. Christopher Traskal 

 
TRUMPET 

Abraham Ahmed 
Jason Francis 

Noah Lemmons 
Caleb Sullivan 

Bridgette Tepper 
 
 
 

FRENCH HORN 
Anna Davies 

Gabby DiCesare 
Savannah Merkle 

Kayla Shaeffer 
 

TROMBONE 
Eva Ausi 

Chad Demarais, Bass 
Tyler Materna  

 
EUPHONIUM 

Justin Bussineau 
 

TUBA 
Nicholas Daleo 

Daniel Mijal  
 

PERCUSSION 
Aaron Decker 

Michael DiGiovanni 
Kevin Sachs 

Gowna Yaldiko 

FLUTE/PICCOLO 
# Hannah Kadets 

~ Pamella Kraemer 
Emily Maciasz 
Alexander Roy 
Abigail Walsh 

# ^ Jennifer Weir 
 

OBOE 
Seniha Rizvi 

 
BASSOON 

Zane Williams 
 

CLARINET 
Katerina Bastounis 
Amanda Dowdican 

Grace Lovins 
Shane MacFadyen 

#Abigail Visnaw 
Christian Wanner 

 
 

* Assisting Musician 
^ Denotes Oakland Youth Orchestra 

+ Denotes Member of the DSO Civic Ensembles 
~ Denotes MSBOA All-State Performer 

# Denotes Member of the District 16 Honors Band 

SAXOPHONES 
Jaclyn Swartz, Alto,Sop 

James Labon, Alto 
Sean Lewis, Tenor 

Steven Kozlowski, Tenor 
* Mr. Christopher Traskal, 

Bari 
 

FLUTE 
Marissa Brusca 

TROMBONES 
Malachi Ahlgren 

Eva Ausi 
Anna Davies 

Kyle Lemmons 
Chad Demarais, Bass 

Daniel Mijal (Tuba) 
 

TRUMPETS 
Bridgette Tepper 
Abraham Ahmed 
Kayla Shaeffer 
Jason Francis 

Henry Kieliszewski 
 

RHYTHM SECTION 
Kevin Sachs, Bass 

Grace Lovins, Piano 
Paris Elliott, Piano 

* Mr. George Dunn, Drums 
Julia Pelchat, Guitar 

Seth Morrison, Guitar 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

* Assisting Musician 
# Denotes MSBOS District 16 Jazz All-Star 


